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Huerta several times in New York, and practically framed
the so-called Huerta plot.9
In a letter written by N. Lindheim (on 4th December
I9I5) to Oswald Garrison Villard, a former American
Ambassador in Berlin, defending von Papen, he stated :
* The charges against von Papen are the " Huerta plot",
the storage of arms in New York City and his connection
xwith von Rintelen.*
Papen's recall as persona non grata was demanded by
Lansing, the American Secretary of State, on 3rd December
1915. The German Government, which by this time
was properly tired of von Papen's activities in America,
made no more special endeavours to keep him and Captain
Boy-Ed (who was simultaneously declared persona non grata)
at their posts.
The storage of arms referred to in Lindheim's letter was
connected with Papen's activities in relation to the Bridge-
port Projectile Company. This company, on the orders of
Papen and Boy-Ed, had as a ' precautionary measure *
piled up very important dumps of shells in New York and
New York Harbour, and this state of affairs became a real
menace to the city.
The actual reasons for Papen's recall were, as mentioned,
his insulting references to the American nation, his con-
nection with Huerta, arising from his Mexican days, various
acts of sabotage (which were only proved some time later)
and his clumsy business relations with the Bridgeport
Projectile Company.
As the feeling of German nationals in America was
already very rancorous towards the * Yankees', Papen's
slighting reference to Americans was at once enthusiastically
received by them. But opinion against Papen had hardened
appreciably in America a few months later, when it was
discovered that in his luggage there was a letter dated
2 ist December 1915 from an important merchant named
Reinhold Siedenburg, which added fresh fuel to the fire.
The relevant portion of this letter ran : 6 For the extra-
ordinary idiotic Yankee antagonism, you will readily console